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by neatness, acuteness and refinement, summed up the benefit
and mischief of the intervention in Egypt by the present
Government and appeared to think the mischief greatly
preponderated. . . *
1026               Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                               OSBORNE. *6th February. 1884.
Trust you will not invite Clemenceau to your house whatever
his language may be now. He was concerned in some most horrible
acts of the Commune. Regret that Sir. C. Dilke as a Cabinet
Minister should have done so.
1027  (Copy)    Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
[Telegram]                                             i6th February. 1884.
Your Majesty's telegram received. Have felt that under the
existing circumstances it would not be desirable for me to meet
the gentleman named, and had signified as much early this day,
thus going somewhat beyond Your Majesty's suggestion.
1028                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                                              zjtb February. 1884.
Your answer relative to M. Clemenceau was highly satisfactory*
Am very sorry to find Lord Granville has not been so prudent.
1029  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
HOUSE OF COMMONS. Feb. 18. 1884.
Mr. Gladstone humbly reports to Your Majesty that, when he
telegraphed to Your Majesty his intentions respecting M. Clem-
enceau, he was ignorant of the fact that that gentleman was
visiting England under the direct countenance of the French
Ambassador: and that Lord Granville had in consequence
invited him to dinner. Had he known these circumstances he
might have been obliged to use rather different language in
writing to the friend of M. Clemenceau who addressed him. He
trusts however that no occasion may arise during his visit for the
revival of the question or for any alteration in his course.